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An Introduction to Newcastle University 

Newcastle University is a thriving international community of 28,000 undergraduate and postgraduate 
students from over 140 countries worldwide, studying at our main campus in Newcastle and at 
Newcastle University London, Newcastle University in Singapore and Newcastle University Medicine 
Malaysia.  
 
Ranked in the top 150 of world universities, we aspire to be a people-focussed university that 
harnesses academic excellence, innovation and creativity to provide benefits to individuals, to 
organisations and to society as a whole. As a member of the Russell Group of research-intensive 
universities in the UK, we have a world-class reputation in ageing and health, cities, culture and 
creative arts, data, and energy. 
 
The University traces its origins to 1834 and the need to address the economic, health and social 
demands of an industrial city. We are located in, and have contributed to, a region with a tradition of 
invention and innovation spanning more than 200 years, from the opening of the first permanent 
public railway line in 1825, through the birth ƻŦ tƻǇ !Ǌǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфплǎ ǘƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴƛƴƎΣ ƛƴ нлмтΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ 
first licence for a pioneering technique to eradicate inherited mitochondrial disease. 
 
¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ŎŀƳǇǳǎ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ bŜǿŎŀǎtle upon Tyne, the cosmopolitan 
capital of the North East of England. The city enjoys a worldwide reputation for the quality of its 
cultural and social life. 
 
Academic Excellence 
 
In June 2017 we were awarded Gold status in the TEF (Teaching Excellence Framework), and in 2018 
we were ranked 9th in the Times Higher Education Ranking of Teaching in Europe, a ringing 
endorsement of our long tradition of excellence in teaching. 
 
The 2014 Research Excellence Framework (REF) placed Newcastle University 16th in the UK for 
Research Power and the vast majority of our research (78 per cent) was assessed to be world-leading 
or internationally excellent. We also ranked: 
 
ω пǘƘ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ¦Y ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŦƻǊ /ƭƛƴƛŎŀƭ aŜŘƛŎƛƴŜ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ LƴǘŜƴǎƛǘȅΦ 

ω оǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ŦƻǊ 9ƴƎlish (1st for impact), and in the top 12 for Geography, Architecture and Planning, 
and Cultural and Media Studies research quality. 

ω мǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ŦƻǊ /ƻƳǇǳǘƛƴƎ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘΣ оǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ŦƻǊ /ƛǾƛƭ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ 
power and 11th in the UK for Mathematical Sciences research. 
 
We are a three-ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǾŜǘŜŘ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ tǊƛȊŜǎ ŦƻǊ IƛƎƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ CǳǊǘƘŜǊ 
Education, most recently in 2013 for our research into sustainable rural economies and societies, 
which has influenced policy and practice around the world. In 2005, we gained the Prize for our 
innovative solutions to minewater pollution, and in 2009 we were recognised for research into ageing. 
 
There are a number of characteristics that have defined us over the years and which will continue to 
be prominent features of our Vision. These include our clear focus on education and research that is 
of direct relevance to our city and region, a culture of openness and transparency and longstanding 
commitments to equality, diversity and inclusivity and academic freedom. 

 

https://www.ncl.ac.uk/who-we-are/
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Globally Ambitious 
 
We have extended our reach beyond the UK by establishing a presence in Singapore and Malaysia. In 
2008, in partnership with the Singapore Institute for Technology, we opened our Newcastle University 
in Singapore where we now offer six degree programmes supporting more than 700 students annually, 
together with a number of Masters programmes. 
 
With the opening of Newcastle University Medicine Malaysia (NUMed) in 2011, we became the only 
UK University to have a fully owned medical campus overseas. NUMed delivers degrees in medicine 
and biomedical sciences to 800 students. The first doctors from NUMed graduated in June 2014. 
 
Meanwhile, Newcastle University London, located in the City of London, opened in September 2015. 
Here we provide full and part-time undergraduate and postgraduate study programmes for students 
from all over the world, with a focus on business programmes. Newcastle University London also 
provides students and staff with increased links to national and international businesses. 
 
The University is 27th in the Guardian University league tables 2019, 22nd in the Complete University 
Guide 2019, 21st in the Times/Sunday Times Good University Guide 2019 and in the top 150 of 
universities in the world in the QS World University Rankings 2018 and top 200 in the Times Higher 

Education World University Rankings 2018.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

   Student doctors at NUMed; the Newcastle Research and Innovation Institute in Singapore; and NU London. 
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Excellent Staff and Students 
 
In 2015, Newcastle University won the Outstanding Leadership and Management Team category in 
the Times Higher Education Leadership and Management Awards for the second time in four years, 
receiving praise for our innovative programmes to develop leadership throughout the University and 
improve the diversity of those in senior positions.  
 
In terms of staff and student numbers, the University has recently grown more rapidly than 
comparable institutions, with income of more than £511 million in 2017/18. We are one of the largest 
employers in the North East of England, with approximately 6,100 employees. Our recent engagement 
survey says our staff enjoy working here and we were placed in the top five of the best places to work, 
according to the Best UK University Workplace survey carried out by the Times Higher Education 
magazine in 2014. 
 
Student satisfaction at Newcastle University is consistently above the national average. Traditionally 
we have strong performance in the National Student Survey (NSS) with the 2018 survey showing that 
86% of students were satisfied with their time in Newcastle ς placing us joint 4th in the Russell Group 
and joint 36th in the UK.  Newcastle University students are also among the most employable in the 
UK, 85.8% are in graduate level jobs or further study within six months of graduation, placing us 10th 
in the UK. While our 220,000-strong global network of alumni in 200 countries and independent states 
around the world encourages mutual support and connects us with every type and level of industry. 
 
 
Investing in world-class facilities 
 
¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎΥ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘŜŘ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ 
£100 million per year in our city centre campus and will continue to do so over the coming years. This 
has enabled us to achieve major refurbishments of our existing estate, for example the phased 
refurbishment of the Armstrong Building, and the development of outstanding new facilities such as 
our flagship, £58m Urban Sciences Building and the 1,277 bed Park View Student Village. Current 
projects include a new £16.2m Sports Centre and the refurbishment of the Claremont Complex. 
 
We actively invest in projects that are helping to attract new businesses and jobs to the region. In 
partnership with Newcastle City Council, we are creating Newcastle helix, a £350m urban regeneration 
project which is the largest of its kind in the UK. Here, we are investing £34m in a new Learning and 
Teaching Centre, and £50m in bespoke headquarters for our National Innovation Centres for Ageing 
and Data and the National Institute for Health Research Innovation Observatory.  Together with the 
Urban Sciences Building, these innovation centres will create a full-scale demonstration site in the 
heart of Newcastle that will provide real-world solutions to the issues facing modern and growing 
cities that businesses and communities can get involved with and help to shape. These projects are 
creating high quality teaching, learning, social and living environments for our students and staff.  
 
We also invest in cultural venues linked to our academic excellence. The Hatton Gallery is part of our 
world-class School of Arts and Cultures while the Great North Museum: Hancock (GNM) is home to 
extensive natural history, archaeology and ethnography collections. Managed on our behalf by Tyne 
& Wear Archives & Museums, the GNM and Hatton Gallery welcomed almost 580,000 visitors in 2017-
18.  
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Organisation and Structure 
 
Led by the Vice-Chancellor and President, Professor Chris Day, the senior management team ς 
Executive Board ς of the University includes a Deputy Vice-Chancellor, Professor Julie Sanders, and 
three cross-cutting Pro-Vice-Chancellors (PVCs) who provide strategic leadership on a University-wide 
basis for each of our three core academic functions: Education (Professor Suzanne Cholerton); 
Engagement & Internationalisation (Professor Richard Davies); Research Strategy & Resources 
(Professor Brian Walker) 
 
Delivery of the core academic functions occurs in our three faculties, each of which is led and managed 
by a PVC: Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences (HaSS; Professor Nigel Harkness); Faculty of 
Medical Sciences (FMS; Professor David Burn); Faculty of Science, Agriculture and Engineering (SAgE; 
Professor Phillip Wright). The remainder of the Executive Board is made up of the Registrar (Dr John 
Hogan) and the Executive Director of Finance (Richard Dale), Executive Director of Corporate Affairs 
(Abi Kelly) and Executive Director of Human Resources. 
 
Each Faculty consists of a number of academic units, typically schools or research institutes, each led 
and managed by a Head. Currently, there are 21 academic schools (including NUMed and NUiS), 13 
research institutes and a further 39 research centres. 
 
The core academic functions and line-management structures combine to form the academic map of 
the University in which we envisage the faculties as vertical columns, with the core functions as cross-
cutting institutional activities. Interdisciplinary and cross-disciplinary activities are coordinated and 
supported by the functional PVCs. The academic enterprise is supported by a number of corporate 
activities within Professional Services, led and managed by the Registrar. 
 

 
Distribution of Academic Schools and line-managed Institutes 
    

Humanities and Social Sciences Medical Sciences Science, Agriculture and 
Engineering 

Architecture, Planning & Landscape 
Arts & Cultures 
Newcastle University Business School 
Combined Honours Centre 
Education, Communication &  
  Language Sciences 
English Literature, Language & 
  Linguistics 
Geography, Politics & Sociology 
History, Classics & Archaeology 
Newcastle Law School 
Modern Languages 

Humanities Research Institute 
Institute for Social Renewal 
Institute for Creative Arts Practice 

Biomedical Sciences 
Dental Sciences 
Medical Education 
Pharmacy 
Psychology 
Newcastle University Medicine 
  Malaysia 

Institute for Ageing 
Institute of Cellular Medicine 
Institute for Cell and Molecular 
  Biosciences 
Institute of Neuroscience 
Institute of Health and Society 
Institute of Genetic Medicine 
Northern Institute for Cancer 
  Research 

Computing 
Engineering 
Mathematics, Statistics & Physics 
Natural & Environmental Sciences 
Newcastle University in Singapore 

Agri-Food Research & Innovation 
Digital Institute 
Sustainability 

 

 

https://www.ncl.ac.uk/hss/
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/medicalsciences/
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/medicalsciences/
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/sage/
http://www.ncl.ac.uk/biomed/
http://www.ncl.ac.uk/dental/
http://www.ncl.ac.uk/sme/
http://www.ncl.ac.uk/psychology/
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Living and Working in Newcastle 

Newcastle is the cosmopolitan capital of the North East of England. Over the past 20 years, a cultural 

regeneration has changed the area beyond recognition, creating a stunning cityscape and a special 

place that rewards people who choose to visit, live, work, study and invest here. 

  

Today, Newcastle is a modern, compact and culturally vibrant European city with a strong identity. The 

city centre is easy to get around and offers excellent shopping, restaurants, museums, galleries and 

cinemas. The city centre is renowned for its stunning architecture with many fine buildings and streets 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ DǊŜȅ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ōȅ ǊŜƴƻǿƴŜŘ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴΣ bƛƪƻƭŀǳǎ tŜǾǎƴŜǊΣ ŀǎ ΨƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ŦƛƴŜǎǘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩΦ hƴŎŜ ŀ ōǳǎȅ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ŘƻŎƪǎƛŘŜΣ bŜǿŎŀǎǘƭŜΩǎ vǳŀȅǎƛŘŜ ƛǎ 

now packed with cafés, bars and restaurants from which to enjoy views of the River Tyne and its 

bridges.  

 

Neighbouring Gateshead, on the south bank of the Tyne, is now famed for its contemporary culture 

and iconic structures, including BALTIC, converted from a landmark industrial building in the 1990s and 

now a major international centre for contemporary art, the Sage Gateshead concert venue occupying 

a curved glass and steel building designed by Norman Foster, the Stirling Prize ς winning Gateshead 

MillennƛǳƳ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ !ƴǘƻƴȅ DƻǊƳƭŜȅΩǎ !ƴƎŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘΦ  
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Sports fans are spoilt for choice in Newcastle, with regular topflight football, rugby and basketball 

fixtures taking place in the city. Gateshead Stadium brings international athletics to the region, while 

the world-class Durham International Cricket Ground plays host to county, one-day international, 

¢ǿŜƴǘȅнл ŀƴŘ ¢Ŝǎǘ ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎΦ bŜŀǊōȅΣ /ƭƻǎŜ IƻǳǎŜ ƎƻƭŦ ǊŜǎƻǊǘ ƛǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ǘƻǇ млл ƎƻƭŦ 

ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ŀƴŘΣ ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƘŀƭŦ ƳŀǊŀǘhon, the Great North Run, attracts some 57,000 

participants and many thousands more spectators. 

 

The region is steeped in history. The Northumberland coast and its historic castles, designated as an 

!ǊŜŀ ƻŦ hǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ .ŜŀǳǘȅΣ ŀǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ол ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΩ drive to the north, while to the west lies 

IŀŘǊƛŀƴΩǎ ²ŀƭƭ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ǎƛǘŜΦ {ƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƛǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 5ǳǊƘŀƳ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ 

Durham is complemented by a heritage coastline and rural towns and villages. 

 

Exceptional transport links connect the city and region to the rest of the UK, Europe and beyond. 

Newcastle International Airport is just over 20 minutes from the city centre by car or public transport, 

from where there are direct flights to and from London (Heathrow and Gatwick), Dubai, Amsterdam, 

Brussels, Dublin, Paris, New York and over 65 other destinations around Europe, together with 

frequent flights to most major domestic hubs. The East Coast mainline provides direct access to 

London by train in less than three hours and Edinburgh in just over an hour, with trains running 

approximately every 30 minutes. The A1(M) motorway links the area to London, Edinburgh and other 

major UK cities. 

 

Getting around Newcastle on foot or by public transport is much easier than in many other urban 

centres. The modern, integrated transport system includes an extensive network of local buses and 

the Metro which connects the airport, city centre, coast and Sunderland. Services are reliable and good 

value and make commuting extremely easy. 

 

Our region is one of the best value places to live in the UK based on the average cost of living, and 

property is significantly more affordable than in many other parts of the country. From carefully 

restored Victorian terraces to contemporary city-centre apartments, semi-rural locations to a seafront 

home, the region offers a wealth of choice in accommodation. 

 

bŜǿŎŀǎǘƭŜΩǎ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 

works in close partnership with the Newcastle Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust. Our National Health 

services are some of the best in the country, and our hospitals ς including the Royal Victoria Infirmary 

and the Freeman and Queen Elizabeth hospitals ς are also significant employers. 

 

Education here also has a strong reputation, with a choice of excellent state and private schools, 

several FE colleges and of course our world-class universities. 
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The Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences (HaSS) 

 
We are an exciting, multi-disciplinary faculty within Newcastle University. The Faculty is made up of 

nine academic schools, three inter-disciplinary institutes, a Combined Honours Centre and a 

University wide Language Resource Centre. We also work closely with the INTO Newcastle University 

Centre. 

 

The University as a whole is committed to ensuring that our research helps address key global issues 

by focusing on selected societal challenge themes. The Faculty takes the lead in co-ordinating the 

theme of social renewal.  

 

Much of the research in the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences (HaSS) makes an impact beyond 

the academic sphere. Our research has produced cultural, societal and economic impacts influencing 

a diverse group of beneficiaries, including: private business, public and third sector organisations, 

policy makers and practitioners, cultural and heritage organisations, educators, the legal profession 

and judiciary, civil society, and the general public. Much of this work is done in partnership with a 

wide range of organisations and communities in the region and beyond, including, for example, Tyne 

and Wear Archives and Museums, Citizens UK, Northern Stage, Newcastle City Council, Tyneside 

Cinema, the SAGE Gateshead, and Seven Stories, the National Centre for Children's Books. 

 
From the summer of 2014 to 2018, the Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) are providing 

funding for knowledge exchange activities through Impact Acceleration Accounts (IAAs). IAAs are block 

grants made to Research Organisations to accelerate the impact of research. The Newcastle University 

ESRCIAA, worth £691,824, managed within the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, will allow us 

to respond to knowledge exchange opportunities in more flexible, responsive and creative ways than 

centrally administered schemes. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ncl.ac.uk/hss/learning/

